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proofs derived from history, of its former affluence, abundant
population, and varied products, there can be no doubt that
in the course of a very few years, under a more settled govern-
ment than.it has possessed for the last century, this province
will prove a highly valuable acquisition to the British govern-
ment__its revenue already shews progressive improvement,

and as our communications are renewed with the numerous
tribes surrounding it, and extended to Bootan on the north,
and the Shans on the south-east, new channels of commerce
will be obtained, that cannot fail to enrich the country
throuo-h which they pass, and give a stimulus to its own
agricultural and manufacturing industry.

33rd. The opening lines of communication, and facilitating
thereby the transit of merchants with their goods, is, next to
a settled form of government, which Assam now enjoys, the
object of primary importance for the effectual development of
the resources of that country, and those bordering on it to the
south. It was not, however, until about two years ago, that
any attempt was ever made, to explore and ascertain the na-
ture of the tract which separated southern Cachar from cen-
tral Assam, when a route, extending from the Bikrampoor
pass in Cachar, to Raha Chokee on the Kullung hi Assam,
(which had been before frequently crossed by parties of Mu-
neepoorees under Gunibheer Sing,) was visited by Captains
Jenkins and Fisher.

S4th. The first port ion of the route, or that extending from
Kartigora on the north bank of the Soormah or Barak river,
to the summit of the central ridge at the Dowsung pass, about
4,000 feet above the Cachar plain, is about 40 miles long, and
passes for the greater portion of the distance up the rocky
bed of the Jatinga nullah, on the southern side of the divid-
ing range \ from thence it descends on the northern face, by a
succession of declivities, round, and between which, flow sever-
al small streams to the valley of the Jummoona and Kopili
rivers, which unite not far from Raha Chokee: this latter
portion of the route occupies about 1$ marches, and may be
estimated at 110 miles in length. Scarcely an inhabitant is
seen aluiig the whole line of road, an4-there are but a very